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THE MINISTERõS LETTER 

 

Dear Friends 

 

Itôs possible to find spiritual meaning in some of the most ordinary 

things in life. The writer Joe Emerson has written a book about lifts. He 

says ñShow me a lift and I will show you a faith symbol rich in meaning 

é. What better symbol is there to remind us of a faith that sustains us 

through the ups and downs of life?ò  

 

He is right. If a lift provides access to another level, then in faith terms, 

Jesus is our access toward the God level; He gets us in touch with 

God, now and eternally. Jesus said ñI am the way, the truth, and the 

life. No one comes to the Father but by me.ò That tells me I am really 

dependant on Him. I need access to God. And I am thankful that Jesus 

is never óout of orderô ï as some lifts occasionally are. 

 

Near the beginning of a new year, I invite you to consider the level on 

which your faith is resting. Is it gathering cobwebs down in the 

basement? Are you willing to ascend to more a vibrant relationship with 

God? If this is you then can I encourage you to make a commitment to 

take some practical steps in your faith journey. Here are some 

suggestions:- 

 

1. Re-arrange your schedule so that Sunday worship always takes top 

priority. 

 

2. Stick to a regular daily time alone with God in Bible study and prayer. 



 

3. Start going to one of our fellowship groups (see notices). 

 

4. Get involved in some new activity of Christian service. 

 

5. Commit to studying a good Christian book during Lent or / and come 

to the ñRites of Passage Courseò held during Lent (see details in this 

issue). 

 

May God bless us as we grow in our faith struggle in these challenging 

times. 

 

Yours in the ups and downs. 

    Andrew 

 

Prayer Concerns  
The vision for the future for Gravesend and Dene Holm Churches. 

Please continue to pray at Dene Holm Church for  Jean Hendy (and 

family after the death of her husband Walter),Caroline Lockhart, Haley 

Power, Stella Bloxham, Daphne Abbott and Sid Law 

Marjory and Roy Stevens who have both been in hospital 

Dave Sweeting in hospital. 

The family and friends of Keith Guyler who passed away recently. 

The family and friends of Harry Carpenter who died recently. 

Phyllis Davis (Ericôs Mum) who has recently been in hospital. 

Merrie Bellamy who has recently been in hospital. 

Joan Shrubshall who has recently been in hospital. 

Alec Hodges who has been in hospital 

Alan Horton who is in hospital. 



Mary Onisimo who has recently been in hospital 

Ray and Sue Francis and family (Ray is undergoing hospital tests) 

Ron and Olive Acland would value our prayers (Olive is in hospital) 

Jean Simmons would value our prayers. 

Marion Day would value our prayers. 

Rosalind Freeman would value our prayers. 

Len Francis who is currently undergoing tests. 

Michael and Susan Ankrah would value our prayers. 

Martin Harris would value our prayers 

Agnes Hunt would value our prayers.  

The Kenyan Orphanage project and all the ongoing work. 

Cyril and June Burrluck would value our prayers 

Val and Fred Hollick would value our prayers. 

Bill McNeil and also his granddaughter, Marie, who has cancer. 

Faga Onisimo who has been in hospital 

Rosalyn Sesay would value our prayers 

Our Childrens and Youth Work  

The Street  Pastors Project now underway 

Bart Woodhouse and family starting a new Christian Community in the 

Bridge Estate, Dartford.Our musicians and singers supporting worship. 

Our worship and all Church activities. 

All Bible Study and Fellowship groups. 

Oasis Counselling Centre working from our Church to serve vulnerable 

people in our Community. 

Our 21st Century Building Project. 

 

Jonathans Jottings  

 How are we all doing with those New Yearôs Resolutions? 

Those promises to ourselves to avoid certain food stuffs, to improve our 

time management or to look at our priorities in life. 



 How do we see the year ahead? 

Are we prepared for the Challenges?     

Are we looking for the Challenges? 

Are we looking at what God wants us to be? 

            Or are we happy with how God has made us up to now? 

  

I recently taken an interest in Golf and thought Iôd treat myself in 

the New Year Sales to a couple of new clubs. When I got home, I 

unpacked the clubs to take a couple of test swings in the garden. 

The one club (a junior putter, for the children to use on crazy 

golf) was great, but when I came to try out my 5 iron...problem, Iôd 

picked up a left handed club. For me this was the wrong tool for the 

Job. 

Are we equipped with the right tools for the New Year ahead? 

Have we sought Godôs guidance as to what tools we may need over 

the next 12months? 

 

Consider the following verses; 

1 Peter 1 verse 13 ï Is our attitude to all we do, in line with what God 

desires for our hearts? 

Ephesians 4 verse 12 ï Are our priorities to build other people up in 

different ways? 

2 Timothy 2 verse 21 ï Are we prepared to allow ourselves to be used 

by God to build his Kingdom, despite the risks and challenges? 

 

Jonathan 



............................................................................................................................................................ 

 

As you walk Godôs path before you, 

As you seek his way ahead, 

May you know that he is with you, 

Guiding every step you tread. 

Let no man despise your youth 

But walk in the Saviourôs truth. 

 

Meditation found in the book óSeasons of Comfort and Joyô 

 

Gravesend Sisterhood News  

 Happy New year to everyone. On December 11th 2009 all the 

Ladies went to the Woodlands for Christmas Dinner. What a wonderful 

time we all had. On the 14th December we had our buffet in the Jubilee 

Room, which went well. Lots of yummy food. All who attended enjoyed 

the afternoon. 

 I would like to thank all those who helped in preparing the food, 

also to Melva and Derek who took me to Iceland on Monday morning to 

do the shopping. 

 The Ladies and I would like to extend a warm welcome to any 

Ladies who would like to come to our meetings. Mondays 2.30-3.30pm 

in the Jubilee Room. Most weeks we have a speaker, then end with 

cakes, biscuits and a cup of tea or coffee. 



 I thank all my Ladies who are so dear to me, for all their love 

and support you give me. God Bless you all. 

Charlotte 

  

Speakers for Sisterhood February ï April 2010 

February 1st Rev. Andrew Lindley 

     8th Mrs Angela Rich. 

  15th Mrs Joy Shaw. 

  22nd Rev.K.Obuo - Dadzie  

 

March    1st Rev.T.Crome. 

    8th   Mrs Betty Martin. 

  15th Mrs Helen Martin 

  22nd Mrs Yvonne Lee 

  29th Rev,Andrew Lindley ï Holy Communion. 

 

April       5th Bank Holiday ï No meeting. 

 12th Cream Tea with Mrs Margaret Lindley. 

 19th Mrs Brenda Exeter. (Red Cross) 

 26th Richard Arnold. 

 

Melva 



............................................................................................................................................................ 

A Thank You  

I would like to thank my many friends for their offers of help ï visits ï 

cards and get well wishes also a big thank you to Andrew for his visits 

both at home and in Hospital and his prayers. 

With Godôs Blessings. Joan Shrubshall 

 

So Ther yer go 

Well here we are again. The cold weather is still with us, 

although the snow and ice has gone, the north wind is still blowing and 

we still have the prospect of snow in this end of the world. Itôs all the 

fault of the air current óEl Ninoô sitting in the wrong place, allowing cold 

air to come from the northern areas, likes Canada and Newfoundland 

 Going back to Christmas, the bad weather disrupted many 

Christmas events, too much snow and ice around, a bit slippy 

I managed to have 4 good quality days with my family and the 

grandchildren, with a good time being had by all. 

I have in my possession a big old family Bible originally brought 

by my Nan way back; it was given to me by one of my aunts. The family 

history inside needs updating.Lo and behold, for Christmas I was given  

limited edition Family Bible(NIV edition) to enter all the family details 

and maintain, together with a family history book. As was said 

ñsomething to do in your spare timeò. Need to practice my printing. 

You will notice this edition of the magazine covers the Easter 

programmes. Easter day being the 4th April this year. The weather 

should be nicer then and we encourage you to support the Easter 

events particularly the Good Friday pageant in the centre of town and 



give good Christian Witness. Very good outreach to show the town we 

are still here. 

The 21st Century project has been launched, to open up the 

front of the Church and show we are not a secret society also make the 

back entrance in Wilfred Street more receptive. Fund raising is well 

underway. 

The Quiz Night was huge success, unfortunatey for our team 

the right questions were not asked so we ended up at the bottom, but 

we all got a prize each. We nearly pipped at the post by the Ministers 

team (wasnôt the Ministers fault really, he just made up the numbers). 

Ministers do commit horrible ógaffesô sometimes. The other 

Sunday Len and I were asked to do Sunday Coffee in the Church. It 

was announced that the Coffee in Church would be served by the 

óTrolley Dolliesô much to the amusement of the congregation. 

But one must smile at life.  

See you sometime, look after yourself. 

 

Bob the Ed  

 

 

 

 

 



Dene Holm Pop ð In  

This is a note received by the pop ï in. 

 

Dear June, Melba, and Friends. 

 We would like to say how much we both enjoy Pop-In. We want 

to thank Eileen for her verses. We enjoy them and have a good laugh; 

and thank you to the ladies who make the tea and coffee. 

 We had a lovely ñChristmas Partyò that Jean organised and the 

ópass the parcelô, no doubt with help from Sandy. 

 We wish everyone ñHappy New Yearò 

 What would we do without our óPop ï Inô? 

Sheila and Eleanor 

 

Pop ï In  Meeting dates: 

February 3rd - 17th 

March  3rd - 17th - 31st 

April  14th ï 28th 

Melva 

 

............................................................................................................................................................ 

 



WOMENõS WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

 

FRIDAY 5 th  MARCH  

2-30PM  

 

AT  

 GRAVESEND METHODIST CHURCH  

 

A Service Prepared by Christian Women of Cameroon. 

 

Please come and support this service.  

Men are also very welcome. 

 

 

 

 



òWater For Life- Kenya Projectó 

 Last November, I received the ñFinal Accountsò for the Water for 

Life Project, which has brought running water to the school and village 

of Kiziamonzo, in Kenya. 

 

 Then in December, I received Christmas greetings from Gideon, 

thanking all of us at Gravesend Methodist Church. yet again, for 

making this project possible! 

 

 I quote from his letter:- 

ñPlease note that the village water point you helped us to develop has 

now become a great evangelistic tool/point in the village. 

 The water attendant,who is a Christian single parent,accepted 

Christ 2 years ago,God this year gave her the power/talent to share 

and testify about Godôs Grace,through Christ to her, to all those who 

came to fetch/draw water. 

As a result, God has used her to win three families to Christ this 

year! Now we are a total of 5 families from the village (four men, five 

women, five youth, and eleven children). 

I have already developed a village Bible study and prayer group 

for the five families every Friday evening at 8pm.We have a total of 11 

Sunday school children (age 3-12) from these families who have to 

walk 5kilometres to and from Kinango to attend Church every Sunday 

 

Gideon goes on ñMay the celebration of this special season 

bring you unique reflections and blessings in all you doò 

 



This is wonderful news for us all, so again Dave and I would like 

to thank you all for all the help and support you gave us as we raised 

the funding, and we wish you all a very Happy and Healthy 2010. 

 

Margaret and Dave Young. 

.................................................................................................................. 

Smile Lines  

She nestled very close to him. ñDearest,ò she murmured, ñnothing can 

ever separate us. We are two people with the world before us. I shall 

love to share all your joys and sorrows.ò 

ñBut, darlingò he said, ñI havenôt any sorrows.ò 

ñI know you havenôt now,ò she whispered, ñbut I mean when weôre 

married!ò 

 

 

CALLING ALL YOUNG PEOPLE IN YEARS 1 - 5 

 

DO YOU ENJOY INDOOR FOOTBALL?  



 

 

 

 

 

 

JOIN US DURING THE WEEK AT  

 

GRAVESEND METHODIST CHURCH  

Near the Clock tower ,  

 

ENTRANCE TO HALL, IN WILFRED STREET  

 

Basic Skills Training, Including  Small Games 

 

Coached by Dave Young  

Former  FA Cup Winner and Charlton Captain  



 

Wednesdays 5 - 6pm 

For the small cost of 50p  

Tel:07766  203246 for more information  

 

Say it with Flowers at Milton Road  

Flowers for February and March for Milton Road are: 

 

March 29th  Isobel Meredith in memory of Isobelôs 

Mother 

 

If you would like to make a donation towards flowers in 

Church, please let me know, or add your name to the 

board at the back of the Church. 

 

Thank you for all the donations given during the last year. 

 

Margaret Young 01474 814706 or the Flower ladies ï Pauline Butler, 

Jean Rayner, and Dorothy Chaney. 

 

 

 

Tel:07766


Singing to the Housebound  

Thank you to all those who supported our evening of ñSinging to our 

Houseboundò members and friends of Milton Road. It was a really 

enjoyable evening which I am sure gave great pleasure to those we 

visited, and also it was great fun for us to do!! 

 

Thank you Maureen and Don for providing a lovely spread of 

refreshments and much needed tea and coffee when we finished. 

 

Thank you very much everyone. 

 

 

Ruby Wedding Celebration  

Congratulations to Mike and Phebe Povey who 

celebrated their Ruby Wedding Anniversary on January 

3rd. 

 

The floral decorations on that day were donated by the 

family 

 

We wish them many more years of Happiness. 

 

The pathway of love you have travelled together 

Down through the years, never turning aside, 



Walking in the steps that were made for each other, 

Ordered by God as your heavenly Guide. 

 
. 

 

 

RITES    OF    

PASSAGE  

 

 A series of seminars on the 

 Churchôs involvement in 

 

 

  FUNERALS  - 9th  February 



 

 

 

  BAPTISMS  -  2nd March 

 

 

 

   WEDDINGS  -23rd March 

 

 

         Tuesdays at 7-45pm 

 

 Refreshments Served 

 

 Gravesend Methodist Church (Jubilee Room)  

 via rear entrance in Wilfred St. 



Christmas at Dene Holm.  

 Christmas was ñin the airò at Dene Holm throughout December. 

At the beginning of the month the Christmas Bazaar attracted larger 

numbers than usual. The attendance was reflected in the takings, 

which totalled £400; a one-fifth increase on the previous year. Sincere 

thanks are due to all who worked hard to produce the result, and to all 

those who came on the day. 

 

 Jonathan Pike led us in the All Age carol service on Sunday 

20th, when the arctic weather did its best to deter us, but good 

numbers bravely defied it. 

 

 The snow had retreated by Christmas Eve when the evening 

Christingle Service attracted an attendance of around 75.Three 

generations of the Laws family read four of the five Bible Passages 

during the service, which ended with young and old encircling the 

Church (inside) with their lit christingles.There was the usual Family 

Celebration on Christmas Morning. At these two services the offering, 

which was taken on behalf of óAction for Childrenô, totalled Ã173.90. 

 

 And from mid-December until Twelfth Night the lights on the 

Churchôs two Christmas trees twinkled continuously through the 

windows to those passing by, as well as those coming in. 

 

 The collections at Dene Holmôs Christmas Eve, Christingle 

Service and Christmas Day service were donated to óAction for 

Childrenô 

Martin Prater. 
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Dene Holm Exchange of Greetings  

 As regards the exchanges of greetings to other Churches during 

the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.Dene Holm Church received 

greetings from Chrissie Umek on behalf of St Maryôs Wrotham Road, at 

the All Age Parade Service on Sunday 17th January.She also gave a 

Bible reading.In exchange, Janet Jones Butler went to St Maryôs on the 

24th January where she gave greetings from Dene Holm and gave a 

Bible reading at their Parish Communion Service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the project fundraising page ς I have been asked to co-ordinate 

the fundraising for the 21st Century Project so you will be hearing from me 

quite a bit in the months to come! 

Whilst I am the co-ordinator, there will also be a fundraising team which 

I am in the process of getting organised and you will be hearing from 

them quite a bit as well. 

And finally we have that VERY important group of people - ALL OF US 

- the fundraisers. 

To raise £120,000 is not going to be easy, it will take time and a lot of 

work but I hope that everybody will be part of raising it, either by 

organising events or supporting events or, preferably, both.  I am sure 

that I can count on your support, and I am sure we will have fun along 

the way. 



It is planned that there will be a fund raising event each month as well 

as one off specials and also ongoing fundraising such as the Saturday 

church coffee mornings which will ( with a few exceptions) be for the 

benefit of the fund, and of course our home donation boxes which I 

hope you all have one of by now. If not please let me know. 

Our first event was the quiz on Saturday 23rd January which was good 

fun and well supported by teams from within the church and also, 

importantly, teams from outside the church. The evening raised £230 

including a silent auction  

and a table sale which, together with the Saturday coffee morning that 

day which raised £60 meant that the first event put £290 into the fund. 

A small start but óEvery little helpsô ! 

The next event will be tied in with Lent and once plans are finalised you 

will hear about it ( I am not doing the Action for Children Count Your 

Blessing for Lent sheet this year, so all efforts on this please)  

Details of other events will follow ï we had a very good feedback from 

the group meetings held at the church AGM and we, as a fundraising 

team will be looking into a programme of events based on your ideas 

and suggestions. Meanwhile please support the coffee morning on 

Saturdays, and encourage friends and neighbours to pop in for a nice 

cup of coffee and a chat, and to see what else is on offer and donôt 

forget to keep popping your odd bits of change into the home donation 

box ï I will be collecting them for emptying every 3 months with the first 

return due at the end of April, however if it gets so full that you want me 

to empty it sooner then just let me have it any time. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this, thank you in anticipation for 

your support and remember to put the FUN in FUNdraising and lets 

develop fellowship as well as funds. 

Robert Hardy 

 



òThank you Dene Holmó 

 There was again a splendid response to the annual appeal that 

we make for Christmas gifts for children and young people to be 

brought to Dene Holmôs toy service in November. These were for 

distribution to children in the care of our local KCC Social Services. We 

were told that currently many babies were in their care and that for 

many older youngsters, chocolate selection boxes are particularly 

acceptable. 

 

 At one point in the service nearly every one of all ages brought 

forward his or her gifts. A wide range of toys and chocolates were 

presented and piled up at the front of the Church. After the service we 

packed up the gifts and filled two very large sacks. 

 

 Later these were taken to the Gravesend KCC office and, 

before Christmas we received this letter: 

 

I am writing to you on behalf of the Gravesend Children and Families 

Team in response to your most generous donations of toys and gifts for 

the children and young people we work with. 

 

As you can imagine many of the families on our case loads are very 

needy in many ways and Christmas can often present an added 

financial burden for them to cope with. The wonderful presents that 

were so kindly donated have already been allocated to our most needy 

families. These gifts will no doubt help to make Christmas much more 

enjoyable for the children and less stressful for their parents. You 

cannot imagine what a difference your community has made. 



 

On behalf of the whole team and the families that we work with, please 

accept our most sincere thanks for your wonderful generosity. 

 

Wishing you all a very happy Christmas. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Liz Mowbray, 

Senior Practitioner, 

Gravesend Family Support Team 

 

 

Dates for your Diary ð  

Gravesend and Dene Holm  

GVD ð Gravesend DH ð Dene Holm. 

February 

Fri 5th   10-30pm Street Pastors Support Group Meeting. 

Sat 6th  7-30am Churches Together Prayer Breakfast at St 

Barnabas, Istead Rise. 



Sun 7th  6-30pm Circuit Service at Gravesend ï Dedication of  

Worship Leaders. 

Mon 8th  1 ï 2pm Bible Study & Prayer meeting in the Church 

Tues 9th  7-45pm Rites of Passage Lent Meeting 

Wed 10th  7-30pm Pastoral Meeting with care Team 

Fri 12th  10-30pm Street Pastors Support Group Meeting. 

Mon 15th  1 ï 2pm Bible Study and Prayer meeting in the Church 

  7-30pm Street Pastors General Meeting, St Paulôs  

 Singlewell. 

Tues 16th  10am ï 12 noon Childrens Holiday Club.GVD 

Wed 17th  10am ï 12 noon Childrens Holiday Club,GVD 

Thurs 18th  10am ï 12 noon Childrens Holiday Club.GVD 

Fri 19th  10am ï 12 noon Childrens Holiday Club.GVD 

  12-45pm Wedding of Kenneth Horn and Lyn Foskett. 

6pm Holiday Club Celebration Service with 

refreshments.GVD 

  10-30pm Street Pastors Support Group Meeting.GVD 

Mon 22nd  1 ï 2pm Bible Study and Prayer meeting in the Church 

Wed 24th  1pm Circuit Staff Meeting 

Thurs 25th  7-30pm Churches Together AGM at Methodist Church 

Fri 26th  10-30pm Street Pastors Support Group Meeting.GVD 

March 



Mon 1st  1 ï 2pm Bible Study and Prayer meeting in the Church 

Tues 2nd  7-45pm Rites of Passage Lent Meeting.GVD 

Wed 3rd  10-30am Ministerial Synod at Guildford 

Thurs 4th  10am Rehearsal for Womenôs World Day of Prayer.GVD 

Fri 5th   2-30m Womenôs World day of Prayer in our Church 

  10-30pm Street Pastors Support Group Meeting.GVD 

Sat 6th   7-30am Churches Together Prayer Breakfast at Milton  

 Parish Church 

Mon 8th  1 ï 2pm Bible Study and Prayer meeting in the Church 

Continued on next page 

continued 

Tues 9th  7-45pm Gravesend Property Meeting.GVD 

  7-45pm Dene Holm Family Committee 

Wed 10th  1pm Circuit Staff Meeting 

  7-30pm Circuit Leadership Meeting 

Fri 12th  10-30pm Street Pastors Support Group Meeting.GVD 

Mon 15th  1 ï 2pm Bible Study and Prayer meeting in the Church 

Tues 16th  1-30pm Y Easter Schools Event at Dene Holm 

Wed 17th  Local Preachers Meeting at Swanscombe 

Thurs 18th  2pm Churches Together Executive Meeting 

  7-30pm Gravesend Finance Team Meeting 

Fri 19th  10-30pm Street Pastors Support Group Meeting.GVD 



Sat 20th  10-30am District Network day 

Mon 22nd  1 ï 2pm Bible Study and Prayer meeting in the Church 

Tues 23rd  7-45pm Rites of Passage Lent MeetingGVD 

Wed 24th  1pm Circuit Staff Meeting 

  7-30pm Circuit Meeting at Hextable 

Thurs 25th  7pm Stewards Meeting at 9 The Avenue.GVD 

Fri 26th  10-30pm Street Pastors Support Group Meeting.GVD 

Mon 29th  1 ï 2pm Bible Study and Prayer meeting in the Church 

2-30pm Sisterhood Holy Communion rev Andrew 

Lindley.GVD 

April 

Thurs 1st  8pm Maundy Thursday Ecumenical Service 

Fri 2nd   11am Good Friday Churches Together Town Centre 

 Passion Presentation 

10-30pm Street Pastors Support Group Meeting.GVD 

Sat  3rd  7-30am Churches Together Prayer Breakfast at  

                        St Maryôs Chalk 

Sun 4th  9am Holy Communion Breakfast.GVD 

  11am Easter Day Family Celebration.GVD 

 

Future Dates 

 



Sat June 12th  Church Anniversary Barbecue Chalk Church Grounds 

Sun 13th June 11am & 6-30pm Anniversary Celebration with Graham 

and Jean Hepple of Catch the Fire Ministries.GVD 

Sun 18th July 4-30pm .Andrew and Margaretôs leaving service  

       followed by a buffet. 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN A MINISTRY TO THE SICK?  

 

Darent Valley Hospital Chaplaincy is looking for more volunteers to join 

its Multi-Faith team to visit patients on the wards. You will need to be 

sensitive enough to listen and strong enough to cope. Full training, 

support and supervision will be given. For full details email 

Martin.Kelly@dvh.nhs.uk with your name and address or phone him on 

01322 428100 extension 4640 for an informal chat. 

............................................................................................................................................... 

 

New Life in Christ  

 

Congratulations to Trevor and Gillian Atkinson and family ï their son 

Kyle Aiden was baptised at the morning service on 24th January. 

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,, 

 

mailto:Martin.Kelly@dvh.nhs.uk


C21st Project  Advert  

 

 

 

Buy your garden flower seeds at Church 

this spring and raise money for the C21st 

Project. 

Home grown seeds will be available in Feb March in time for sowing 

indoors or outdoors (see example) 

Please Contact Eric or Hazel 

 

............................................................................................................................. 

The Sun and the Wind  

Once upon a time the sun and the wind had a quarrel, and the 

wind said, ñIôm stronger than you. Iôll prove it. Letôs see which of us can 

make that ploughman take off his coat.ò So the wind blew hard, but all 

his blowing could not drag the coat away. 

ñNow,ò said the sun gently, ñlet me try.ò He beamed and soon 

the man exclaimed, ñHow hot it is!ò Then unbuttoned his coat. Presently 

he threw it open; and at last came off the coat. 

 

 



What is Lent?  

Lent is a Christian festival 

Lent is the time when Christians prepare for Easter by thinking of the 

things they have done wrong. 

 

40 The forty days (not counting Sundays) before Easter is known 

as Lent. This is the time of year when the days begin to lengthen with 

the coming of Spring. 

The weeks of Lent were once when the new Christians, who were to 

be baptised on Easter Eve, were taught about the Christian faith and 

Life. Those who already had been baptized thought again about the 

promises they had once made and promise to be true to them. Lent 

was a time for spring cleaning lives as well as homes. 

 

Why are Sundays not counted in the 40 days? 

Sundays are always a day of celebration in the Christian Church and so 

they cannot be included in the 40days of Lent. Sundays commemorate 

the Resurrection. 

 

When does Lent begin? 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, the day after Pancake Day and, six 

and a half weeks before Easter Day. The last week of Lent begins with 

Palm Sunday, which celebrates the day Jesus entered Jerusalem and 

the people lay down palms at his feet. 

 

When does Lent End? 



Lent lasts for 40 days and ends the day before Easter Sunday, which is 

known as Holy Saturday. Sundays are not counted in the forty days. 

In the Roman Catholic Church, Lent officially ends at Sundown on Holy 

Thursday (Maundy Thursday) with the beginning of the mass of the 

Lords Supper 

 

Why does Lent last for forty days? 

The 40 days mark the 40 days of the Israelites going through the desert 

and the traditional 40 days of Jesus fasting in the desert. 

 

What happens during Lent? 

During Lent Christians used to fast (give up food) but nowadays some 

people try to give up their favourite food, such as chocolate, and not 

give into temptation. Others might give up all dairy products. 

 

Lent is a time when Christians remember the 40 day and nights 

Jesus spent alone in the desert without food and being tempted 

by the Devil. 

Jesus used this time to prepare for his work by fasting and praying. 

 

Bible Study 

Many Churches hold special Lent Services. In some towns the 

Churches of different denominations join together in groups to discuss 

and share their Christian faith. 

 



There are many special days in Lent leading up to Easter ,the most 

important of all Christian Festivals. 

 

Special Days 

Shrove Tuesday 16th February  Pancake day. 

Ash Wednesday 17th February The start of Lent 

Maundy Thursday April 1st 

Good Friday  April 2nd 

Easter Day  April 4th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Women's Network in the Methodist Church  

    South - East District Day  

 

   

   

   

   

   

         """ YYYooouuu   aaarrr eee   wwweeelllcccooommmeee!!!"""    
 

  Burgess Hill Methodist Church,  

  London Road, Burgess Hill,West Sussex RH15 

8AL.  
 

  Saturday 20 March 2010  

  10.30am to 3. 30pm 
 

  Visit of the Womenõs Network Connexional 

President 2009 - 10, Mrs Gillian Pengelly  

 



Creative input with Jacqui Hicks  

Inspiring worship, supportive fellowship, 

bookstall  

 

Bring a packed lunch ð drinks provided  

 

(£3.00 day charge covers refreshments an d 

contribution to expenses)  

 

For further information see ð Margaret Lindley  

 

 

 

What is Easter?  

Easter is a time for Holidays, festivals and a time for giving Easter 

Eggs. But Easter means much more... 

 

Easter is the oldest and most important Christian Festival, the 

celebration and the coming to life of Jesus Christ. For Christians, the 



dawn of Easter Sunday with its message of new life is the high point of 

the Christian year. 

 

Easter is the story of Jesusô last days in Jerusalem before his Death. 

The Easter story includes Maundy Thursday (The last supper leading 

to the Eucharist), Good Friday (the day on which Jesus was crucified) 

and Easter day (the day on which Jesus came back to life). 

 

It is a sad story because Jesus was killed, but the story has a very 

happy ending, because Jesus came back to life and visited his friends 

and followers once more. He did not die at all, but went back up to 

heaven to be with God, his Father. 

 

Where does the name óEasterô come from? 

Pagan Traditions give us the English word óEasterô which comes from 

the word óEostreô.The Anglo Saxon word for April was óEostre-monathô 

(The month of openings).However, it should be remembered that 

Christians celebrated the resurrection of Christ long before the word 

óEasterô was used, and the word they used was óPaschaô which is 

derived from and linked to Jewish festival of Passover. 

This article is copyright and is owned by the Woodlands Junior School, Tonbridge Kent. 

Who gave kind permission for publication in this magazine only. 

 

 

 

 



Glorious Day 

Frosty ice and wintry winds, 

The darkness of the night, 

Will all give way to glorious day 

When warmth reigns with the light. 

Just as the cold and darkness flee 

And warmer days have come, 

Sinôs darkness will flee when Jesus we see, 

The eternal light Godôs only son 

Excerpt from óSeasons of comfort and joyô 

Our Palm Sunday Crosses  

Once again the Palm Sunday Crosses that we will receive on Palm 

Sunday, at both Gravesend and Dene Holm, come to us from the 

Combo Western Methodist Circuit in The Gambia. The circuit is a group 

of 8 Churches, for which 1 is urban and 7 are rural. It is based around 

Brikama, 20miles from Banjul, the capital town of The Gambia. 

 

They are young Churches.A typical village congregation 

may have 20 ï 30 children, 10 ï 15 young people, and 

5 of their elders. Across all the Churches in the circuit 

the number of over 60ôs is less than 5. 

 

The sale of the palm crosses helps to fund the 



expenses of running one rural primary school and also the salaries for 

a nursery school in another village. 

 

Describing what the making of palm crosses involves, we are told: 

ñEach year we have a panic on palm crosses. Much fun and laughter is 

had by all and, after much arm twisting, all the work is done. Each year 

we send out 15 ï 20,000 crosses.ò 

So, as we hold our palm cross, let us think of our fellow Christians in 

The Gambia under the hot African sun, and remember them in our 

prayers. 

.................................................................................................................. 

Christian Aid  

 I would like to thank everyone who ventured out in the cold 

before Christmas to the St Georgeôs Centre to Carol Sing for Christmas 

Aid. We were joined this year by the Children from the Manor 

Community Primary School, Swanscombe and Cecil Road primary 

School. The collection raised £518.00, an increase on last year. 

Our next event is the Bread and Cheese Lunch taking place on 

Wednesday 17th February at St Georgeôs Church Hall 

from12.15pm till 1.45pm.Entrance charge is £2.00.There will be a 

bring and buy stall. All are welcome. 

Christian Aid week this year is 9 to 15th May. 

As we are down on our volunteers to collect around our allocated roads 

in Gravesend, please could you help, if so, please let me know as soon 

as possible. 

Sheila Allison 



Gravesend Milton Road Church  

Palm Sunday 28th March  

11.00am and 6.30pm services  

Please.  We would welcome donations of Crème Eggs for 

distribution to various Homeless Charities.  

These are given to the homeless people on Easter day by 

th e various Homeless Charities.  

Thank you    Chris Harden and Carol Day.  

 

 

Gravesend Milton Road  

Easter Celebrations .  

Sunday April 4th  

9.00am     Holy Communion and Breakfast .  

11.00am     Family Celebration Service.  

6.30pm     Evening Celebration .  



Dene Holm C hurch and Community Centre.  

Easter Celebrations.  

Sunday April 4th  

10.00am     Family Celebration Servic e.  

4.30pm     Celebration with Holy Communion

  

 

All are welcome to join with us at our Easter Celebrations  

Well, I Guess thereõs You 

There comes this story of a blind man who lived in a pleasant 

little house with a large garden. Being retired, he spent every spare 

moment in his garden, where ï in spite of his handicap ï he planted 

and weeded and kept his lawn as smooth as a billiard table. Spring 

summer and Autumn, his garden was a picture of glowing colour. 

 ñSay,ò remarked a visitor to the town ñWhatôs the idea you canôt 

see a thing, can you?ò 

 ñNot a thingò 

 ñWell, then why bother with the garden? Whatôs the use of 

flowers if you donôt know one colour from another?ò 



 The blind man standing by the wall, his bare arms folded, 

smiled at the stranger. ñWell,ò said he, ñI guess itôs this way: First, I 

have always liked gardening; and just because I am blind donôt seem a 

good excuse to give it up ï I kind of feel my way around.Second, if I 

canôt see what is growing, I can touch my flowers and shrubs ï 

caressing them.Third, I can smell the fragrance I have helped to create. 

And Fourth ï well, I guess thereôs you.ò 

 ñMe? But you donôt know meò 

 ñNo, but I knew you would be coming by one of these days; and 

if this bit of Godôs earth was a wilderness, youôd be disappointed. After 

all, just because what a feller does donôt help him a lot is no reason for 

doing it ï óspecially if it helps the others a bit.ò 

 ñGuess I never thought of it that way,ò admitted the visitor. 

ñAnd of course,ò added the blind gardener, smiling again, ñfolk coming 

by to stop and have a chat with me ,same as youôre doing now, and I 

reckon that means something to a blind man ,you know.ò 

From 500 tales to tell again. 

 

............................................................................................................................................................ 

Elastic Smile  

 

The teacher asked the class to name some long words. 

ñProcrastination,ò said one boy. 

ñElastic,ò called out his companion. 

ñBut thatôs not a long word,ò snapped the teacher. 

ñNo Miss,ò replies Jimmy, ñbut you can stretch it.ò 



òGood Fridayó Day of Prayer.  

Friday 2nd April  

Gravesend Methodist Church  

7am ð 7pm 

Please feel free to drop in at any point 

in the day for a time of quiet, to 

remember loved ones, to pray for our 

world/community and to thank God for 

all Heõs given us. 

 

All are welcome  

 

Refreshments will be served  

 

 

 



Gravesend Historical Society  

Footpaths Committee  

Walks for Everybody Programme 2010.  

All are welcome to join us as we explore our landscape, local history 

and folklore in the company of interesting people. Please note that 

these walks are steep in places, have stiles and uneven surfaces, 

please dress and act appropriately. 

All walks are free unless stated. 

 

Sunday 23rd May: Circular historical walk from Vigo to Trottiscliffe. 

Meet: 2.30pm at Vigo Library, Village Hall, The Bay, Vigo. 

Guide: Christoph Bull 01474 320156. 

Price: £2 (includes refreshments at Vigo Library afterwards). 

 

Sunday 20th June: Circular walk from Meopham Green to Harvel. 

Meet: 2.30pm on Meopham Green: 

Guide: Derek Gray 01474 363024 

 

Friday 2nd July: Circular walk from Vigilant Way to Shorne. 

Meet: 7pm, corner of Vigilant Way and Thong Lane. 

Guide: Peter Willis 01474 534889 

 



Sunday 18th July: Circular walk from Luddesdowne. 

Meet: 2.30pm, Luddesdowne Village Hall (Near the church). 

Guide: Bernard Keating 01474 814554 

 

Sunday 22nd August: Megalithic Meander: Circular walk around the 

megaliths of the Medway Valley. 

Meet: Lay-by opposite the Lower Bell public house, Bluebell Hill (ME20 

7EF):Guide: Nicholas Miskin 01474 832301 

 

Sunday 5th September: Circular walk from Shorne Country Park to 

Cobham. 

Meet: 2.30pm, Shorne Country Park (Parking fee applies) 

Guide: James Elford 07939300831 

 

¢ƘŜ ά²ƛƴǘŜǊ ²ŀǊƳŜǊ ²ŀƭƪέ 

Monday 27th December: Circular guided historical walk from Church 

Street, Higham. 

Meet: 10am at St Maryôs Church, Higham Church Street 

Guide: Christoph Bull 01474 320156. 

 

 

 



We all like gifts! Read on to the end.  

At the recent Churches together service during the week of Christian 

Unity held at the Pentecostal Church Pier Road Northfleet.The theme 

of which was ñWe are witnessesò. This story was told by the Speaker 

and we were urged to listen to the whole story.  

The Rabbiôs Gift. 

The story concerns a monastery that had fallen on hard times, it 

was once a great order, but because of persecution, all of its branch 

houses were lost and there were only 5 monks left in the decaying 

house: the abbot and four others, all over seventy in age. Clearly it was 

a dying order. 

In the deep woods surrounding the monastery there was a little 

hut that a Rabbi occasionally used for a hermitage. The old monks had 

become a bit pshychic, so they could sense when the Rabbi was in his 

hermitage ñThe Rabbi is in the woodsò They would whisper. It occurred 

to the Abbot that a visit to the Rabbi might result in some advice to 

save his monastery. 

The Rabbi welcomed the Abbot to his hut. But when the Abbot 

explained the purpose of his visit, all the Rabbi could say ñI know how it 

isò The Spirit has gone out of the people, it is the same in my town. So 

they both wept and said prayers and spoke of deep things. When the 

Abbot had to leave they embraced each other. ñIt has been wonderful 

that we should meet after all these years,ò the Abbot said, ñBut I have 

failed in my purpose for coming here. Is there nothing you can tell me 

to save my dying order?ò 

ñNo I am sorry,ò the Rabbi responded. ñBut I have no advice to give. 

But I can tell you that one of you is an Apostle of Godò 

When the Abbot returned to the monastery his fellow monks 

gathered around him to ask, ñWhat did the Rabbi say?òThe Rabbi said 



something mysterious, it was something cryptic. He said that one of us 

is an Apostle of God. I donôt know what he meant?ò  

In the time that followed, the old monks wondered whether the 

significance to the Rabbiôs words. óOne of us is an Apostle of God?ô 

Could he possibly meant one of us monks? If so which one? 

Do you suppose he meant the Abbot? Yes, if he meant anyone, 

he probably meant Father Abbot, he has been our leader for more than 

a generation. On the other hand, he might have meant Brother 

Thomas. Certainly Brother Thomas is a holy man. Everyone knows that 

Thomas is a man of light. Certainly he could not have meant Brother  

Eldred! Eldred gets crotchety at times. But come to think of it, 

even though he is a thorn in peopleôs sides, when you look back on it, 

Eldred is virtually always right. Often very right. Maybe the Rabbi did 

mean Brother Eldred. But surely not Brother Phillip. Phillip is so 

passive, a real nobody. But then he has a gift for always being there 

when you need him. He just magically appears. Maybe Phillip is the 

Apostle of God. 

 Of course the Rabbi didnôt mean me.He couldnôt possibly have 

meant me. Iôm just an ordinary person. Yet supposing he did? Suppose 

I am an Apostle of God? Oh God, not me. I couldnôt be that much for 

you could I? 

 As they contemplated, the old monks began to treat each other 

with extraordinary respect on the chance that one among them might 

be the Apostle of God. And they began to treat themselves with 

extraordinary respect. 

 People still occasionally came to visit the monastery in its 

beautiful forest to picnic on its tiny lawn, to wander along some of its 

paths, even to meditate in the dilapidated Chapel. As they did so, they 

sensed the aura of extraordinary respect that began to surround the 

five old monks and seemed to radiate out of them and permeate the 

atmosphere of the place. There was something strangely compelling, 



about it. Hardly knowing why, they began to come back to the 

monastery to picnic, to play, to pray. They brought their friends to this 

special place. And their friends brought their friends. 

 Then some of the younger men who came to visit the 

monastery started to talk more and more with the old monks. After a 

while one asked if he could join them. Then another, and another. So 

within a few years the monastery had once again become a thriving 

order and, thanks to the Rabbiôs gift, a vibrant centre of light in the 

realm. 

 

There is a moral to this story and some thinking: 

Are our churches, organisations, fellowship groups still agonising about 

the future? 

 

Is there an expectant buzz around attracting others to come and join 

us? 

 

Are we receptive to our newcomers inviting them to our activities? 

 

Are our church premises attractive? 



 

 

Wednesdays from 24th February for 5 weeks.7.45 pm to 9.30pm 

For more details see Mike Butler or Bob Hawkins. 


