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Andrews leaving message at the Celebration Service on 18 th July

Texti Ps al m 1TBe boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places.

It was about 21 years ago when | was in my final year at Theological College that we

Ministers were anxiously waiting to hear where we would be sent. We arranged a prayer

meeting and one of the women Ministers told us that in her early morning prayer time the

Lord had directed her to a passage in the Old Testament where God was dividing up the

land between the tribes of Israel. There were long lists which seemed to have no meaning.

She was wondering about how the passage could have any relevance when the Lord

seemed to say to her Ajust as | allotted each of
have allotted each of you Ministers your places
that through all the seemingly human machinery of the Methodist system God had already

decided on our allotted place and it would be right for the people we were to serve, for us

and our families.

So it proved to be. We moved to a very pleasant area by the sea i Cleveleys near

Blackpool. We had a lovely brand new Manse i the Chairman of the District called it the best

Manse in Methodism. This idea of God allotting our place to serve is echoed in the Psalm

wedbve just read v.6 AThe bophédasgnii peacbave The

God who allotted settlements for the ancient tri
speak.
One commentary on Psalm 16 suggests its theme i s

one journey but an ormovingto Leekirethe Stafiondshire Weodands. 12
miles away from our family in Cheshire. Margaret and | wandered around the town of Leek a

few days ago on marketdayi we di dndét hear any swearing. The g
called me figweant sdaertc@al | ed me Aducko. |1 tds the s
spendaholidayit he Church, or should | say, God, has pr
boundary |l ines have fallen for me in pleasant pl

But what of the place allotted to us at Gravesend. It started about 14 years ago one
Saturday morning. Methodist regulations stated that Circuits looking for Ministers could
make their initial approach on that particular date from 9am in the morning i and not before.
About 3 minutes to 9 the phone rang and | refused to pick it up. One of my daughters
eventually answered it on another extens
picked up the phone and said Al &m sorry
replied,thatyou just donét -oxd ek Wiyt mydlctl @< k9 0
probably wouldndét have come here é But Margaret
was Godébés cal |l . For 13 years webve beewo priviledg
many challenges and opportunities. This lovely Church in the centre of the town and the

Dene Holm Church the only Church on the Dene Hol
people who have made the place pleastent f or
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Christian commitment and depth of Christian grac
The writer of Psalm 16 found the sametheyard8 Al s ay
the noble people in whom is all my delighto é 1| n
people of different nationalities, different ages, different social economic backgrounds gather

around this rail to take the bread and wine - it really is a foretaste of the heavenly banquet ---

iThe boundary | ines have fallen for me in pleasa
Yet,lwoul d say itbés not only the peéedplse awls® malse nts|
the presence of God. The writer of Psalm 16 expe
the path of Ilife, You will fil!l me poimtiworth j oy i n Y

considering is i the importance of not moving these boundary lines. The book of Proverbs

says Ado not move the boundar yiisstnoonte si ts ettr uuep tbhya
Methodism stand on the shoulders of giants. The boundaries our fathers set up for the

Met hodi st denomination ensure we have a continui
presence continues with us. Hereds a few of then
1. The Bible as the ultimate authority in matters of faith and practise.

We s | ey s adisth wasvbeseédiumby God to spread scriptural



holiness throughout the | ando.

2. Working for the betterment of societyit her eds no holiness without s
3. A commitment to mission and fellowship with Christians from other
denominations. What Wesl ey called having a ACatholic Spi

4. In our preaching and teaching to stress the need for conversation and a life dedicated to

the Lordo.

There are others but these have defined my Ministry.

When | was at college one of the Anglicantutorssai d t o us dAif Methodism |
evangelical zeal i1itdéds got nothing | efto.

To finish i something | read recently. A motivational speaker was at a conference of

businessmen. He took a large glass container with a wide top. Then he poured some rocks

intoitf rom a bucket right up to the rim. #Als it ful
from under the table he took a bucket of pebbles and they filtered down through the rocks i

Ai s it T mastisdid yasoTehe took some sand and poured that in to the top. Most

still thought it was full. Then, lastly, he poured in some water. He looked at the group and

said AWhat does that teach about | ifed. Someone
can always fit more i noiteathéoi®D-i $aiyobut lendpe pkier ti
in first youdll never get them ino.

Jesus said something similar in our gospel readi
righteousness, and all these other things will b

Thank you from A ndrew and Margaret

A heartfelt thank you from Andrew and Margaret for the wonderful send-off on Sunday 18t
July. We are overwhelmed by all the love and good wishes. The enormous generosity of the
gifts has left us humbled and deeply grateful. You will always have a special place in our
hearts. May God richly bless you all.

From 12 August

Andr ew, Mar garet & Rachel Lindleyos

new contact details will be :-

71 Wallbridge Drive

Leek

Staffordshire

ST13 8HY

Tel. 07538486641

e-mail revandrewl@hotmail.co.uk



J Club

Its 13 years since the start of J Club about the same time as we have had Andrew as our

Minister. Andrew has come to the Club many times i | can remember one little girl turning

round to see who had come i n othd fdoworu odadayindg fkah
could kick a ball around the Wesley Hall attempting to score that illusive goal. We will miss

him popping in.

The last day of this session we had the usual party (28 children sat down) with lots of food T
burgers, sausages and chips followed by cakes then ice cream.Needlesss to say the
Leaders all managed to get something to eat, but unfortunately all the ice cream was
consumed by the children. Each child was given a little gift as a thank you for their good
behaviour during the session.

The number of children has been steadily increasing and we are looking forward to their
returning in September.

I must take the opportunity of thanking those Leaders who turn up every week and join in the
fun. We have a Grandma who comes in every week to see her grandson and she helps with
the craft work. Another parent rolled up her sleeves and helped us serving food and clearing
up after the party.

The children still have their Bible Story time followed by questions. Obviously the bribery of a
sweet for each correct answer does help.

Would you please add the J Club to your Prayer List that we are able to maintain our leader
numbers and also that the children continue to join us each Tuesday evening.

Pauline and Alan, Charlotte, Mary, Gary, Big John and Little Len not forgetting Uncle Bob






Jonathans Jottings

As I Om writing this contribution to this issue
sports day.

Other than the fact that Red House won for the 4th year running, a number of thoughts came
to mind which | thought | would share with you.

1/Rather than just having individual races deciding an eventual winner, there were a number
of team events where a number of skills needed to be shown by every member of the team.
Some were more skilled than others, but ultimately the team encouraged and built each
other up and points were awarded to the team and not individuals.

2/ When it came to individual races, there was real encouragement form the sidelines
coming from the rest of the house. The cheer was for RED, GREEN, BLUE or YELLOW, not
Rod, Jane or Freddy.

3/ The final group were the relays.

From this | was reminded that although seeming insignificant to many, there was one thing
that the competitors had to do well, or else it was worth running the race.

I lost count of the number of times the teams who seemed to be winning lost their focus,
mistimed a hand-over and dropped the baton.

Philippians 3 verses 12-16 reminds us of the race of life and the fact whatever we may have
faced in the past or will face in the future, we should stay focussed on the prize which Christ
has already won for us.

Passing on the baton could be seen as passing Christ on to others and strengthening a
teamds position. D r sothe peamntgfalltbdhied. b at on cause
May we as individuals and as Gododés Church stay
running.

Jonathan.

In all things do your best.
The man who has done his best has done everything.

The man who has done less than his best has done nothing.
Charles Schwab

Dene Holm Rainbow Fete

This years Fete held on Saturday 17th July was a great success and many local people

attended as well as regulars from Dene Holm and

made cakes were a hitasusual especially her |l ow calorie cup
you have the recipe)

The fancy Dress competition was hotly contested between Bob the Street Pastor and

Lydia, the pirate. After asking the crowd to decide, the pirate won hands down. Never mind

Bob therebs always next year.

Once again the Best Dressed Stall prize was awarded to The Trefoil ladies who excelled

themselves with the Rainbow Theme. This years Pop-In theme for Name the Hamper was

fFind the Mur derandwaswon byone ofdux Trefad ladies.
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OQur fete gave different groups a chance to suppl

supporting the Church. This was done on a 50/50 basis. As usual the Guides and the
Brownies made a valuable contribution as did the stalls run by people from Gravesend and
a couple of independent stall holders

To entertain us there was an interesting display of Tai Chi from our Tuesday night class.
And so that nobody went hungry our refreshment crew served up many cream teas.

After a very pleasant afternoon our fete made over £300 for the Church and thank you for

everybodyés support and hard work in making this

Melva



Dene Holm Pop- In.

We met on the 9th June and celebrated Juneds 80t
pl oughman 6scake ana tednto followt. A good afternoon was had by all with lots of

laughs and chat.

Why not come and see for yourself? We meet once a fortnight 2 till 4pm

From one of the Pop T In ladies.

Meetings:

August 18th. September 1st - 15th i 29th

Melva

So ther yer go

This is how life goes. With the retirement of our Minister Andrew and his good lady Margaret.

The page 3 is up for grabs.

Certain lesser mortals suggested something similar to certain media publications. This | felt

would be inappropriate for this type of magazine. One would be summoned to appear before

the great hierarchy of the Sisterhood, who woul d
with us?0The consequences of an answer would be?
dressed in their finery have that beauty, attractiveness, poise, elegance and they look great.
Remember Abeauty is in the eye of the beholder
However we have a contender for the page 3 article in the next issue, he is young and

handsome, and in his new suit, he is out of this world. He is our P.O.W. (for a clue read page

2) normally he is seen wearing a Shrewsbury shirt. Having sorted out that little matter. We

progress.

Many people are on holiday, going on holiday or been on holiday. We have had great

weather here in England, the best we have had for many years. This is the great beauty of

God s Creation and soon we wil/|l reap the Harvest
The Street Pastors are visiting other Churches to promote the Street Pastor project in

Gravesend to encourage them to join us on Patrol, prayer support or fund raising. The

Churches build their services around the theme of the Street pastors and their Christian

wor k. People are encouraged also to go out as Ao
or sit in with the prayer support group for an evening. It is all worthwhile.

When one goes to another Church | find it refreshing worshipping our God in a different

style, letting the Holy Spirit come to you and having good fellowship with other Christians.

When you are away visit the local Churchwhateve r t he denomi nati on. It s
In October | will go on a walk mission in North Wales, encouraging people in their

Christianity and inviting non Christians to join with us. This will also need a great deal of

Prayer and much pouring of the Holy Spirit.

Well, now to think about looking after grand children, while my daughter goes to work. Great

fun. Will be visiting the Local Churches Holiday activity club, where the adults have to stay

and join in. Then go on a train to Birmingham, ride up and down the escalators and the glass

l i fts, vVisit Mc Donal ds, eat strawberries etc. .. A
haven t time to doo.

Look after yourself. Have a great time Bob the Ed.






